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First for Toronto- FriarsnBriar in 1998
In the first lett€r that cameout to former palticipantsin a Friars' Bdar eveot inviting us to
considercoming to Toronto for the 1998Briar, Andy Denholm had a cute openingline. It
wcnt like this, At some time or other, people come to Toronto, le6ve Toronto,
pass
through Toronto. This is lhelrst choncefot clerg/ to cometo Tororrtoto ca .
When some ofus from the prairies, and particularly from Saskatchewa4who knew all
abo\rtthe qrrl@ CampbellsJrom Avnlea, heardthat our gameswere to be played itr a
riok built and first managedby the Campbellsandbearingthe mme oftheir hometown of
Avonlea" our intar€st in the 1998Brisr grew in intensity. Nameslike Werenicl\ Savage
andKawaja also cameto mind.
However, when CamReid, RossConnaland myself from B.C. were greetedat the ai4roa
by an employeeofthe Torontofuneraltradeandofered a ride to our hotel in a funeral car,
we wonderedifthis was an omenofwhat was in storefot us westemersin the first draw
which decideswho will be alive to receivethe covetedHeavenlyHost ChallengeShield.
Thanks to a little help of someeastemcurlen to cvell up the numbers,the West stayed
alive to win I
Having geat memoriesof past esstern-located
Briars ... a1I-ondon io '81, at KitchenerWaterloo in 86, at Hemilton i[ '91 and Ottawa in '93, we were sulc that the armounced
OrganizingCommitteeofAndy Denholrq Doug McKenzie,Ernie Skujins,DennisLandry,
Janet Denholm, Annette Skujins, Ralph Taylor, Donna Landry, Arch McCurdy, Bob
McNaught and Doug Sloan (of all Ontario)would do a fine job....which they did!
Although most of the work was done by membersof the East Metro and St. Georges
Clubs,backgroundhelp camefrom the otherAll Ontarioclubsaswell.
Local funeral homes, sports and media organizationsand individuals gave genercus
financial support so that many of the costs not possible fiom the curlers' fees were
underwritten. Travel gnnts were given to out-of-provincecurlers, and tie residue shared
betweenthe parentAssociationandthe two Torontoclubs.
Most of the non-Torcrto curlers stayed at the TravelodgeHotel at Victoria Park ard
Highway401. Prior to andfollowingthe gamesofthe Friars'Briar,and in the evenings,
we gatheredin the rooms to view the Labatt gamesbeing broadcastfrom Winnipeg and
drankthe hotel's free te4 cpffeeandhot chocolate.This madefor somegreat viewing and
camaraderie!Transponationwas providedfor us by local curlersto our Briar gamesat the
Avonlea Curling Rink.
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The 1998Frian' Briar beganMonday evening,March 9s at the AvonleaRink with cofee
and dcssert and introduqliols of some of tlrc membersof the coordinating committe€.
Brochureswith information about Toronlo plus a mug bearinga Toronto ensigniawere
availablefor eachcurler. Alex Mumo wasrecmitedto pipeus out onto the ice at 9 p.m. to
play the traditionalEast/Westgame. We were offto goodstart!
Emie Skujins ofBrampton was both RegislrarandDrawmaster. When all narneswere rn,
therc was a total of twenty rinks - thirteen from Ontario, one from Manitoba, two fiom
Saskatchewaqtwo from Alberta and two from British Columbia. The rinks were dMded
into two groupsofsix and oneofeight. In true Lutheranstyle,Ernie gave eachgroupinga
liturgical namc (Cr€tor, Sanctifier and Redeemer). The draw proceededsmoothly with
five Round Robin gamesbeing played&om within eachgroup. The top eight teamsthen
went to Tier One. From theseteamswas determinedthe winne$ ofthe Gold and Silver
medallionsandoneofthe competitors
for theBronze.Tier Two wasmadeuDofthe teams
in 96, lor, 116and l2s placei. The last eightteamsfollowingthe RoundRobin played
off in Tier Three. The top four winners madeup Tier Four and the remainingfour made
up Tier Five.
When the medallionswere awardedfollowing the Friday morning game and lunc\ the
Ernie Skujinsdnk claimedthe Gold, the Guy ScholzteamofCalgary the Silver snd the Ed
Oman rink of Calgary the Bronze. Others with significant wins were awarded prizes
gathercdby the hard working CoordinatingComrnittee. As at a Chinesefuneral sewice,
the moumers(losers)were given a packageof sweets.
One ofthe greet delightsofthis Toronto Bdar for the witer was the joy of meetingagain
my former Winnipeg RomanCatholicneighbor,Ben Foliot andto curl againsthim. I had
the pleasureofintroducing him to the gamein Winnipeg. His usualgraciousspirit would
not sllow him to expressthe pleasurehe must have had in defeatinghis mentor at the
Torcnto Briar!.
Much credit for the smoothway in which the curling proccededis due to Ernie Skujins
who rot only postedthe drawswith clarity and odginality, but also showedus on the ice
how a gold medal skip shouldperform. Forthe record you might like to be remindedof
the titles he gave to draws I - 8: East ve$us West, The Red Eye Draw, Time to Get
Serious,Thereis Still a Chance,Oh For The PerfectDraw, Time to Fight, The Penultimate
Draw andThe ChampionsDraw.
The annualFriars'Briar Banqua andArnual Meetingwas held on Wednesday
evening.
March I l' at Donminsrer
progam
UnitedChurch. The
beganwith what was calledThe
President'sReception. Punch Hors d'oeuwesand handshakes
were the order of the day.
Words of welcome and introduction were madeby Andy Denholm, Coordinating Chair
and grac€ said by Bert Foliot of East Metro club. A wonderful dinner consisting of
bonspielroast bee{ rock potatoesandgravy, brushedcarrots,sweeppeasand mushrooms,
green ice coleslaw,relish tray and hit-n-rclls, hot shot coffee,tee line tea, take out mints,
was servedby the men and women of a specialcateringgroup from the church. Janet
Denholmexpressed
appreciation
for themealandaccommodations
ofthe church.
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Some.raucussinging ofimprovised curling songswas led by JoyccBullock, introducedby
DouglasMcKenzie who was in chargeofentertairunent. Ora Marwick accomDanied
Joyce
on the piano. It was then our pleasureto hear Joyce sing-.Don't Cry lor lie Argentiru,
from Evita; Canl Help Lwin' ThatMa , from ShowBoit; and Woildt't It Be Lovertvfiom My Fair Lady. Followingtheseselections,
OraMarwickplayedfrom Arabesque
ii
by Debussyon the piano. Prodigitatorpaul Barker then entertainedus on stage. Arch
Mccurdy ofthe St. GeorgesClub expressedappreciationto our entertainmentguests.
PresidentFrsser Muldrew presidedover the Annual Friars, Briar Association Meetins.
personswere present. Mnutes of the 1997 meeting were read by Arih
lUltf-two
McCurdy. Secretary,and a summarygiven ofthe discussionsofthe Board meetingheld at
the hotelon March l0h.
Somespecialpres€ntationswere made. Kutch Imayoshi,our Vice president,presentedthe
Hearenly Host trophy, won by the Westthis year,to Ed OmanofCalgary for safekeeping.
Clitr McMurtry, Past Presidefi, rnadethe presentationof the rffood Lake Books trophy
oalled the Wesley L€therhead Amazing Grace Trophy to Beulah McNaught for her
srbstantial help with the OttauraBriar ard yearly supportof her husbandin helping other
teams win. A presentationof a Friar Teddy Bear was made by Fraser and Marion
Muldrew to Cliff McMurtry, honouring his nine years as presidentand his work in the
preparatiorl wdting and publication of the 20 Year lfistory of CanadianClergy Curling
called.The Frials' Bfiar. Andy conveyedthanks to york Family Funeral Home and
Rosar-Modson FuneralHome, represgntedrespectivelyby Bill Baxter and Alex Munro
for sponsoringthe banquetand Foviding ihe mementocurlhg mugs to all participantsof
this year's Briar.
The membe$hipapprovedthe nominationsofthe Board asfollows:
Directors

Province

BritishColumbia
Alberta
Saskatchewan
Manitoba
Ontario

KutchImavoshi
Guv Scholz
Alan Grundahl

To 1999
To 2001
To 2003

RoserColl

To 2002

JanHuntiens

To 2000
To 2003
To 2000
To 2000
To 2000
To 2000
No time limit

DoucSloan
Borrd Ollicers

President
VicePresident
Secretary

Trcasurer
Historian

FraserMuldrew
Kutch Imavoshi
JanHuntiens
Ken Innes
CIiffMcMunry
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Discussionsaroseconcemingthe numberof lay personsthat could play on & rink and the
position played, also tlp numberof family membersallowed to curl with a clergy person.
Arch Mccurdy serveda noticeof motio4 to be voted on at the I 999 Annual Meating.
Ihat thepolicy regardingthe mtmberof lay ctrlers be dsfollows:
A sonor daughtcrofan eligiblememberofthe Frirn'Briar Arsociation
could pl&y in s position other than lerd provided they &rc 18 years of rge
oryourgcr.
PresidentFraser offered a memorial prayer for c,urlerswho had died during the year,
namely: Nelson H.mptor\ Jsnice Grundahl, GrahamHolmes, Lola McNaught and Joe
Hinan. Doug Sloar\ Presidentof the All Ontado Clergy Curling Clubs pronouncedthe
benediction.
At I meeting of the Board held at the rink following the linal games and award
presentations,there was discussionregardingthe policy for use of lay people as spares.
There was unanimous agreementthat the rule establishedfor this purpose should be
enforced. This rule statesthat only one personmay be addedto a team of professional
chwch workers andthat personwill play in the leadposition. In the casewhere a team is
short one plsyer, th€ local oryanizing commineeof the ev€nt will be chargedwith the
responsibilityof securingone.
GeorgeFriedrich advisedthe Dircctorsthat a commineeheadedby Don Brown ard Harold
Witte was preparingto hostnext year'sBriar in Edmonton.
Yes, it was Sreatbeing& part ofthe Toronto'98 Briar. The invitationwas a long time
coming, but we knew that the old Weslem adage,Whatgood con come oul of Ontqrio?
vas only said in jest. Many long and creativehourswere put into the planningby Andy's
coordinatingcommitteeto makethe total eventonelong to be remembered.I'm surethat
we all felt that it w8s goodto be there.
Adderdum
Later in March of 1998,at the All Ontario Clergy CurlersAnnual Meeting, one of our best
known and loved Friars was presentedwirh the Don Amos Award. A lovely engraved
plaque hangs in his Oshawastudy making him the secondrecipient of this prestigious
award.
CourtesyofAndy Denholr4 I receiveda copy ofthe presentationmade. Ratherthan wait
until one of those Ontalio undertskersget hold of our friend, I thougltt you might like to
hearabouthim while he is still aroundfor a rebuttal. consratulationsfrom us all Bob!
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Thc Revcrctrd Robert John Bsll McNaught
About fifteen yearsago, at Ontario ClergyBonspiels,therewere a numberofunforgettable
"characte$". Among thesewas a genial curler, dressedin Scottishplaid and wearing a
hugeflat, floppy hat. Modelled after the traditional Scot'stam, its edgesdroopeddown on
all sides,like a spaniel'seals. It broughtgreatamusementto the curle and,we suspect,a
celtain satisfactionto that gerial curler. His nameis Bob McNaught, for whom this brief
introduction hasbeenwfitten.
Robert John Ball McNaught grew up in the area of the Ottawa Valley, having beel born
nearllarwoo4 where his fatherwas a minister in a numberof communities. Afrer studies
at Queen'sUniversity and Que€n'sTheologicalCollege,Bob graduatedand was ordained
to theMinistry ofthe UnitedChurchofcanada.
He has served in pastoratesat Pangmanin Saskatchewan,and in Ontario, at Lanark,
Sharorl Erindale, Queensville,Nertonbrool and ScarboroughHeights. After retirement
on January 11 1984, he has continued in retirement ministries it Brooklyn. KedrorL
Kingsview and in Oshawa. He and his wife Beulalq have been hosts to a number of
oversea.s
touts.
He hasbeeninvolved in Clerg5rCurling for about40 years,being an early memberofthe
EastMetro Clergy Curling Club when it startedat the former Tam O'ShanterRink. He has
worked on variousCommitteesovertheseyears.
Bob hasbeeninvolvedin the Friars'Briarsinceits frst comDetition
in Winnipeein 1928.
He hasplayedin all but two or tlree of the ninaeenFriari' Briar annualSpiat. fnt
included the "disastrous"trip to Chicoutimi. He hasjust endeda long period as a Trustee
ofthe Fda$' Briar.
The various Ontario Bonspielsbecameaccustomedto Bob and his "cow pancakehat', and
the fun that attendedit. Bob and Beulatl working from Toronto, plannedand hostedthe
Friars' Briar in Ottawa in 1994. Bob has been of great assistanceto the Toronto
Committee,which sponsored
thisyear'sF.B.
For a numberofyears,Bob hasbeenChaplainto the OntarioCurlingAssociation,
andnow
wishesto tum it over to someon€else. He succeeded
Don Amos in this position.
On a peronalnote,twenty yearsago,Bob marriedBeulahafter the deathfrom cancerof his
first wife, Gwerneth. They havesevenchildren. Bob hasbeeninvolved in Kiwanis, Odd
Fellows, Masons and th€ Children's Aid Society and remains surpdsingly active and
involved.
Whenaskedwhathe considers
to be his chiefcontribution
to ClergyCurling,he answered:
I hsrv contributedto morc winnw teamsthan @ryolher curler'! Translated,it meanshe is
a very good sportl
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Emie Skujinsandchildren(standingin for their mother,Anehe)and
Torontorin\ JohnPerkinsandDan
othermembers
oftheir St.George's
Huntjensreceivefirst placehonoursiiom PresidentFraserMuldrew and
localchair-AndvDenholm.

Secondplacewent to the Calgaryrink ofGuy andCarla Schoh Andy Jones
andKen McBeY
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Third placewent to the Calgarydnk ofEd Omaq Orie Oldfield
andRoy Busse.(Missing:FrankLittel)

Fourth plac€,just shod ofthe medals,went to Doug Sloa4 Bob Matton,
GeorgeSpeersandPaulWebb.
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B.C. guys,Cliff McMurtry, CameronReid andRossCormal
ale met at the Torcnto airportby a graciouslady ftom the
PeoplesChurclr,driving a f.rneralvan.

BeulahMcNaughtis recognizedat the banquetfor her gtaciousness
8ndsupportofpast Friars' Bdars.
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Torotrto Brirr 1998

Albcrtr
Guy Scholz
Carla Scholz
Andy Jones
Ken McBey

Calgary
Calgary
Calgary
Calgary

GerryHofstetter
Don Johns
LindaBell
ZanderDunn

Ed Oman
Frank Littel
Orie Oldfield
Roy Busse

Calsary
Calgaty
Calga.y
Calgary

Munay Rounding
Guelph
JennyStephens
Guelph
Guelph
Joy Sloan
SherleeMcGreggor-McCuaigGuelph

British Columbia

ClitrMcMurtry
Cameron
Reid
RossConnal
PatrickMuldrew

Delta
Delta
Delta
Delts

Ivan Cumming
KutchImayoshi
GeorgeFriedrich
EmmittHolmes

Vancouver
Vancouver
Vancouver
Vancouver

Matritobe

Fras€rMuldrew
Ken Innes
Roger Coll
Milt Muldrew

Guelph
Guelph
Guelph
Guelph

HankPetkau
Phil Cline
JohnSallman
Harold Canning

Niagara
Niagara
Niagara
Niagara

Bert Foliot
Andy Denholm
StanYokota
Barry Klinck

EastMetro
EastMetlo
EastMetro
EastMetro

MauriceMartin
Al Isaac
David Martin
WilmerMinke

Kitchener-Waterloo
Kitchener-Waterloo
Kitchener-Waterloo
Kitchener-Waterloo

HelgeHongisto
Doug Herron
Don Paxr
RalphTaylor

St. Georye's
St. George's
St. George's
St.6e!rge's

BobBinhammer
Ken Showers
JenniferWilliams
Jim Townley-Smith

St.George's
St.George's
St.George's
St.George's

Vince Goring
Doug McKenzie
JackCummins
DuncanWhite

East Metro
EastMetlo
EastMetro
EastMetro

Winnipeg
Winllipeg
Winnipeg
Winnipeg

Ontario
Emie Slorjins
JohnPerkins
JanItuntjens
Aaneue Skujins
Doug Sloar
Bob Matton
GeorgeSpeers
Paul Webb

St.G€orge's
St.Geo.ge's
St. George's
St. George's
Guelpg
Guelph
Guelph
Guelph
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Bill Service
BobMcNaught
RursellIlall
BeulshMcNaught

Oshawa
Oshawa
Oshswa
Oshawa

ArchMcCurdy
Bill Fennell
KenBeckett
PhyllisMcCurdy

St.George's
St.George's
St.George's
St.G€orge's

RalphGsrb€
GordIlastingr
B.ussellWilson
GeorgeWilson

EastMetro
EastMetro
EastMetro
EastMetro

S&skatchewrn
Bill Kiesman
Bob McMam
JeremyKiesman
Jon8than
Kiesmsn

Asquith
Asquith
Asquith
Asquith

HaroldHesje
KenPeterson
Amo Bablitz
VemonBegalke

Saskatoon
Saskatoon
Saskatoon
Saskatoon

Sprtrs
HerbMcNaught
JanetDenhotm
LeilaMaclnnes
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